Dear Colleague:

The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation is committed to developing measures that help advance the Culture of Health to improve health, equity, and well-being. We believe health professions educational institutions have an opportunity to promote needed change, setting standards and shaping values. Pursuit of social mission by educational institutions in the health professions is a way in which schools contribute to building a national Culture of Health. Social Mission is defined as the contribution of a school in its mission, programs, and the performance of its graduates, faculty and leadership to advancing health equity and addressing the health disparities of the society in which it exists. To this end, we encourage your participation in the Social Mission Metrics Initiative – a national effort tot provide school leaders with a measure of the current status of social mission at their school led by the George Washington University Health Workforce Institute. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation is pleased to have supported this work since 2016. 

The Social Mission Metrics Initiative is an important step in characterizing the many creative ways in which educational institutions contribute to the culture of health and in defining the scope of involvement of the nation’s health professions schools. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation extends its full support to the Social Mission Metrics Initiative. 

Sincerely,
Susan B. Hassmiller, RN, PhD, FAAN
Senior Advisor for Nursing, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

John R. Lumpkin, MD, MPH
Senior Vice President, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
